Scanning electron microscopic determination of quantitative parameters of villi in the rat jejunum.
In rat jejunum, the number of epithelial cells per villus and the villus surface area were measured directly on the scanning electron micrograph. The villus height and the number of epithelial cells of the same villus were measured on the histological sections under a light microscope. Both the number of epithelial cells per villus and the villus surface area correlated well with the villus height and with the number of epithelial cells per villus sections. In the normal rat jejunum, the approximate values of the number of epithelial cells per villus surface and villus surface area may be estimated from the villus height or the number of epithelial cells per villus section.